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New Year’s Greetings
to each of you!
Well, it’s all over! Christmas has
passed and New Year’s has passed too.
Glad it’s all over. Time to sit back and
take a break. You might be thinking
this same thing. And while a little release of tension from the hustle and
bustle is normal, I hope you’re not rejoicing in the end. Because…it ain’t
over yet! In fact, until the last day
when Christ comes on the
clouds, it won’t be over. If
we celebrate only the beautiful babe coming on that
Silent Night in a manger
long ago, we miss the point
of Christmas altogether. The church’s
Christmas season begins at the birth of
Christ and continues on for twelve
days. This season is an out-and-out
celebration with great rejoicing over
Christ’s coming. It’s after the hustle
and bustle and presents and all those
great traditions we love – when it’s all
over – that’s when the church begins to
celebrate the coming of Christ in the
Season of Christmas with twelve days
after the official holiday.

Lord’s Supper His very real presence is
with us as His body and blood are
poured out for us for the forgiveness of
our sins. Every time we gather around
the communion rail we proclaim the
Lord’s coming in and amongst us now
as we kneel in His presence and receive
His grace, and we proclaim His coming again in
glory on that great day
when the trumpets sound
and the dead are raised.
Christ comes daily in the
work of His church – in the going, the
teaching, the baptizing, and the preaching – Christ comes in the making of
disciples. At the great commission
Christ gives instructions for the work of
the church and he seals those instructions with a promise, “And behold, I
am with you always even until the end
of the age” (Matthew 28:20b).
Without Christ’s coming as a babe in
Bethlehem, without Christ coming to us
now, and without Christ coming again in
glory, on the Last Day, the church has no
mission and becomes a meaningless expression of our own efforts to console ourselves. For if Christ did not come as a
babe, His journey to the cross for our redemption would have never begun.

We, the church, have a unique perspective. We are all about Christ coming to
us. We expect Him to come every time
we gather, and indeed He does come.
Each week when we celebrate the
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Midweek Bible Study
Emphasis
In today’s age many
are spiritual, including us. We live in a
time where people
long to hear from
the Divine, and so
do we. Many wander around waiting to
hear from the Divine in a breeze or a
whisper or a moment of inspiration.
Yet, we know the foolishness of this or we should. Martin Luther put it quite
simply when he said, “Let the man who
would hear God speak, read Holy
Scriptures.” There is no mystery; there
is no wandering. There is one simple
truth: God speaks through his Word.
Please join with us in one of our midweek Bible studies as we together learn
to recognize the one true voice of God
in a world full of impostors.
Tuesdays at 10 am & 6 pm
Pastor Mat will lead a study through
the Pauline epistles beginning with the
letter to the Galatians.
Wednesdays at 6pm
Deaconess Maryann will lead Major
Events and People in the Bible. This is
a survey course that will move through
the entire Bible.
Thursdays at 6pm
Vicar Jake will lead a Bible study on
the book of Exodus. This study will
focus on the redemptive work of God
for His people Israel in delivering them
from slavery in Egypt and how he lead
through his prophet Moses as they wandered the desert.

If Christ is not with us now, our despair is
complete as we are a people forsaken by
God. And if Christ is not coming again in
glory bringing the resurrection of the dead
and life eternal with Him, then, as Saint
Paul said, our faith is futile, we are still in
our sins, and we are a people most to be
pitied (1 Cor 15:17-19).
Thanks be to God that Christ comes!
Then, now, and not yet! As a church we
celebrate and proclaim His coming – every
day of our lives with all that we are! May
you experience the hope, joy, peace, and
love of the coming Christ now and always.
Your Brother in Christ,
Pastor Mat
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cumcised, the circumcision to end all circumcisions took place. Christ’s
January 1st active and passive obedience are both
The Circumcision and
confessed here. Actively, the giver of
name of Jesus
the Law humbly stooped to stand under the Law in order to fulfill it perfectThe Church wakes up on January 1st and
ly for all people. No human born from
celebrates an event that the world would
Adam in the usual way could ever do
consider odd, the circumcision and namthis. His infant bloodshed foretold a
ing of Jesus. This day marks the eight
greater bloodshed to come. It foredays after Jesus was born when Mary
shadowed already the blood pressed
and Joseph brought their baby boy to
from him in the Garden of Gethsemareceive circumcision( Luke 2:21). As part
ne, running down his face from the cruof the ceremony, the child was named
el crown of thorns, staining the wood
Jesus, meaning “the Lord saves,” the
of the cross. That’s how He would proname the angel had foretold to his parvide the covering that blots out the sin
ents.
of the world.
But why does the church celebrate something that our current culture finds odd?
Jews had been circumcising their male
children ever since the days of Abraham.
Circumcision brought that child into
God’s covenant promise with Abraham,
marking him as one of God’s own. These
people eagerly waited for God to keep
the biggest part of his promises to Abraham: the day that all the families of the
earth would be blessed through one of
Abraham’s descendents. The sign of
God’s promise was put, one must say, in
a logical spot. They bore on their bodies
a constant reminder of the promised
seed, the savior, the blessed one.

After Pentecost, some false teachers
arose and insisted that to be a Christian
a man needed to be circumcised. St.
Paul disagreed, he thought circumcision
was important but that it only benefited
the person who kept the whole law and
did it perfectly. The only person who
could do this, of course, is Jesus. When
you are baptized into Him, His circumcision and perfect obedience are counted
as your very own. Everything that is His
is signed over to you, put to your account in the water with God’s Word.
What does the circumcision of a newborn Jewish boy two thousand years
ago have to do with you today? Every-

When Mary and Joseph had Jesus cir4

Thank you for your much needed donations. The collection
day at St. Paul Lutheran is the last Sunday of the month.
Sunday, January 30 will be our collection day this month.
We collect non-perishable items and monetary donations. As
always, the pantry deeply appreciates your support!

Wildcat Foodpack
Program (WFP)
Started in 2013, WFP provides
non-perishable breakfast, lunch
and dinner food items to local
children in need so they receive
meals when not in school.
We take up a monthly collection
to help with these
efforts!
January 2 is our
collection day.
We collect monetary donations
the first Sunday of each month.
Thank you for supporting this local program!
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The deadline for
the February
Epistle is:
January 15.

January 2022

Homemade
Hot Chocolate

We’re excited to ring in the new
year in our preschool classes! Our
second semester of the school
year is always exciting as the students’ skill levels and confidence
grow every day! Our learning
themes are all about winter and
polar animals. After an unusually
warm December, we’re hoping for
some snowy weather, so we’ll be
able to play in it with our friends!
We’re hoping to venture out to
the library for a story time field
trip in the coming weeks.

1 single serving: 1 cup milk, 1 tablespoon
unsweetened cocoa powder, 1 tablespoon
granulated sugar, 2 tablespoons chocolate chips, 1-2 drops vanilla extract
Instructions
Place milk, cocoa powder and sugar in a
small saucepan. Heat over medium/
medium-low heat, whisking frequently,
until warm (but not boiling). Add chocolate chips and whisk constantly until the
chocolate chips melt and distribute
evenly into the milk. Whisk in vanilla
extract, serve immediately.

We currently have 3 afternoon
pre-k spots open, so please spread
the word and help us fill our classes!
I wish you God’s peace and greatest blessings in 2022!
Ms. Malinda
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Parents: Aaron and Jennifer
My favorite color is: Golden
My favorite food is: Mac & Cheese
Something I like: French fries potatoes
I’m really good at: Games
This is what makes me happy: When I’m playing with my
friends
When I grow up: I want to be Wonder Woman
I love: Mommy & Ms. Malinda

I know that Jesus loves me!

Parents: Justin and Kerri
My favorite colors are: Orange, red, purple, blue & black
My favorite foods are: Pizza, hamburgers & spaghetti
Something I like: Riding my tractor
I’m really good at: Building stuff out of Legos
This is what makes me happy: When I read books
When I grow up: I want to read books & play
I love: Mommy & my baby sister

I know that Jesus loves me!

Parents: Nick and Shanna
My favorite color is: Orange
My favorite foods are: Strawberries, bananas, grapes & oranges
Something I like: My big moosie & my little moosie
I’m really good at: Baseball, soccer & football
This is what makes me happy: When I have my big moosie
and my little moosie
When I grow up: I want to work at Bull Moose with my Daddy
I love: My Mommy, my Daddy, Noah & Koby

I know that Jesus loves me!
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Parents: Victoria S. and Nick D.
My favorite colors are: Red and pink
My favorite foods are: Strawberries, oranges & McDonald’s
Something I like: Strawberries
I’m really good at: Feeding doggies
This is what makes me happy: When I’m being good
When I grow up: I want to be an astronaut
I love: My Mommy, my Daddy & Melissa

I know that Jesus loves me!

Parents: Brandon and Kayla
My favorite colors are: Blue and green
My favorite foods are: Chicken, noodles, carrots &
McDonald’s
Something I like: Toys
I’m really good at: Building houses with blocks
This is what makes me happy: When Mommy hugs me
When I grow up: I want to be a builder that builds houses
I love: Mommy and Daddy

I know that Jesus loves me!

Parents: Zach and Brittany
My favorite color is: Pink
My favorite foods are: Mashed potatoes, green beans &
chicken
Something I like: Rainbows
I’m really good at: Picking leaves on a pumpkin
This is what makes me happy: When pumpkins are
floating on a boat
When I grow up: I want to be a firefighter
I love: my Dad
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Parents: Joe and Courtney
My favorite color is: Blue
My favorite food is: Rainbow cereal
Something I like: Cayson
I’m really good at: Playing outside & racing my friends,
like Brody
This is what makes me happy: When I play with Playdoh
When I grow up: I want to be Luigi
I love: Cayson and Brody

I know that Jesus loves me!

Supplies

Snowman Toilet Paper Roll Craft

1 Paper Roll
Paint – white
Red Glitter Paper
Small Black Buttons
Orange Cardstock
Medium White Pom
Poms
Red Pipe Cleaner
Black Sharpie

1. Paint the toilet paper roll white.
2. Make the earmuffs by gluing the pipe
cleaner over the top. Glue two medium
sized white pom poms to the side.
3. Cut out a carrot nose from orange cardstock and glue down.
4. Cut out a strip for the scarf and then wrap
around the paper roll and glue down.
5. Glue on two black buttons.
6. Draw on the mouth and eyes with a black
sharpie.
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On Jan. 9th 2022 the
Bible study in the
board room will return!
It will meet on Sunday
morning during bible
study hour. We will
cover topics like creation, the Holy Trinity,
and our duty’s as US
Citizen and Christians. We look forward to you joining us!

St. Paul Youth
In January, SPY will meet Monday
the 10th and 24th at 6pm. More details will be sent via Remind. Food
and drink will be provided. Bring
your friends along. Food, Fun, and
Fellowship!
SPY had a Christmas Party in December. We made and decorated
Christmas cookies. And, of
course, we ate them too!!
If you have not been to bible class
on Sunday morning, please come
and join us. We are doing a study
on the book Life's Big Questions
God's Big Answers. Friends are
always welcome. We look forward
to seeing you there.

Lutheran Witness Subscription Sub-

scriptions for 2022 are due and the cost is
$15.96 for the year. Please let the church office know by January 30th if you would like
to renew your subscription, add a new subscription or cancel your subscription. Make your check payable to St. Paul Lutheran Church and
write Lutheran Witness on the memo line. Please note: If we do not
receive your check by Feb. 2nd we will not renew your subscription.
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PICTORIAL UPDATE The pictorial directory will be com-

pleted in early 2022. The committee should receive the
proof to review around the first of the year. Members who
purchased additional prints should be receiving them
soon, if not already. If you have any questions regarding
your prints, please contact Re:member Church Directories
at 1-336-724-3907. Thank you to the members who participated.

Happy New Year!! Hope everyone has had a blessed start to
the new year. I would like to
thank everyone who participated in the Children's service on
December 19. So many wonderful people work "behind the
scenes" to create these special
memories. Huge thanks to the
Nichols family, Maryann Hayter, the Smith family, Malinda Thompson, Krista Tharp, Deb Schroeder, the Adult
choirs, our parents, teachers and of course the children. Thank you! With the New Year, I would like to
encourage more of our children to attend Sunday
School on a regular basis. If you have any questions
about our program or an opportunity to volunteer
please don't hesitate to contact me.
Happy New Year!!
Peggy Boyer
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Jan 1
Jan 2
Jan 3
Jan 4
Jan 5
Jan 7

Jan 8
Jan 9
Jan 10
Jan 11
Jan 12
Jan 13
Jan 14
Jan 15

Jan 16
Jan 17
Jan 18
Jan 19

Anna Houston
Sue Steele
Jessica Butera
Nancy Sachs
Lynn Siedhoff
Dan Lohmeyer
Matthew Nichols
Justin Rubach
Kylie Alfermann
Hailey McFarland
Denise Doorack
Kathleen Harrison
Devin Pohl
David Shelton
Jonathan Weiss
Mark Burns
Wendy Schoenfeldt
Sharon Davis
Kathrine Manhart
Penny Randolph
Savannah Woods
Michael Price
Ella Miller
Rena Mincemeyer
Zackery Lauderdale
Jacklyn Dodson
Donald Flamion
Christian Houston
Ben Homeyer
Hayes Rogers
Benjamin Hayter
Butch Sachs
Abigail Adams
Norma Nappier
Paul Schulte
Weselly Lauderdale
Sherry Wahlig
Thomas Harrison

Jan 20
Jan 21
Jan 23
Jan 25
Jan 26
Jan 27

Ronald Woods
Jan Walker
Mandi Rablin
Joshua Labeau
Nick Kelley
Stephen Eissinger
Michael Woods
Jan 28 Ruth Schmidt
Rick Tharp
Jan 31 Patricia Straughan

Jan 1
Jan 15
Jan 16
Jan 17
Jan 21
Jan 23
Jan 24
Jan 24
Jan 31
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Jeff & Petra Hill (23)
Marvin & Phyllis Vollmer (45)
Dominick & Judy Rivara (51)
Gregg & Rita Wehmeier (52)
Scott & Jacklyn Dodson (22)
Jack & Llynda Hascall (29)
Arthur & Helen Stradtmann (63)
Gary & Jan Walker (63)
Dennis & Becky Erni (52)

Jan 1

Jan 2

Jan 4
Jan 8
Jan 10
Jan
Jan
Jan
Jan
Jan

12
14
15
17
18

Jan 19

Jan 21 Patricia Burton
Jan 22 Faith Daugherty
Johnathan Daugherty
Nathaniel Daugherty
Quentin Gist
Jessica McLaughlin
Jan 23 Philip Kelley
Jan 24 Kara Keesey
Emily Vie
Jan 25 Donald Flamion
Stella Swartz
Jan 27 Norma Nappier
Jan 28 Steve Torrence
Jan 29 Kathleen Harrison
Barbara Vesper

Jeffery Boyer
Peggy Boyer
James Buchheit
Hazel Buth
Wayne Dreier
Dennis Erni
Edward Frueh
Mike Keesey
Abigail Kelley
Brad Meyer
Sue Steele
Rick Tharp
Rita Wehmeier
Dezziray Branson
Roxanne Freise
Tyler Meyer
Christopher Sperry
Morgan Howell
Jarika Lagarce
Nathaniel Brack
Colleen Motz
Michael Epple
Nathan Hoeft
Robin Rasch
Shanna Merli
Tina Meyer
Nancy Sachs
Karen Krenning
Adam Freise
Nathan Freise
Joshua Garcia
Benjamin Hopper
Madison Hopper
Christopher Kelley
Thomas Harrison
Jack Hascall
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the one who receives only wants to
give back to the one who gave so generously in thanksgiving.
So it is with our tithes and offerings in
church. We want to give because we
have received from God all that we are
and all that we have. Our giving does
not originate in what we must do to
earn God’s favor. We have God’s favor
because of His gift of His Son, given
through Word and Sacrament. Thus, we
are made free from the compulsion of
giving so that our tithes and offering are
freely given in thanksgiving for what
God has so generously given to us.

’Tis More Blessed to Give Than
to Receive
“In all things I have shown you that by
working hard in this way we must help
the weak and remember the words of
the Lord Jesus, how he himself said, ‘It
is more blessed to give than to receive.’ ” (Acts 20:35)
And indeed, it is. Does this not strike a
chord that resonates in us all? Which
of us can’t recall the
look of surprise and
thanks for the Christmas gifts that we labored to give to those
whom we love? And
the joy written on their
face when that gift is
received with thanksgiving means
more than all the gifts we have received. It is more blessed to give than
to receive.

Why then does the church struggle to
make budgets? Why does the church
always seem stretched so thin when it is
the place where God
continually gives us
His forgiveness of
sins? Why does the
church struggle when God, out of love
for us, generously pours out His grace
and mercy?
It is because we are sinners. Our fallen
nature makes us selfish and miserly. It
leads us to believe that we can have our
cake and eat it, too. Because of sin, we
want God’s grace and mercy; we want
His blessings of body and soul. But we
don’t want to share it with those around
us. We want to remain comfortable in
our own self-contained, neat, and tidy
lives – without the headaches of loving
those around us by helping them in
their time of need.

Our Lord knew this because He practiced it. He gave of Himself – sparing
not even His life in death – in order to
give us back to our Father in heaven.
He knew that in giving you get more
because joy is multiplied in giving.
The one who receives and the one
who gives both rejoice in what is given and received. And, what is more,
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“Remember the words of the Lord Jesus,
how he himself said, ‘It is more blessed to
give than to receive.’ ” Remember that
God has placed you in a church, not only
to receive His grace and mercy, but to
press His eternal and temporal blessings
into service to your neighbor.
Your tithes and offerings ensure that those
around you have a pastor to preach the life
-saving and life-giving Word of God. They
ensure that the lights, heat, and airconditioning are working. They
ensure there is water for Holy
Baptism as well as bread and
wine for Holy Communion.
They even ensure that your pastor has food and clothing and
presents for his own family.
The gifts of God are immeasurable. They multiply and redound to everyone’s good as the fish and loaves in the
feeding of the five thousand.
So, remember the words of the Lord Jesus:
“It is more blessed to give than to receive.” And remember the joy that attended the gifts you gave at Christmas. This
same joy attends your gifts to the church.
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LUTHERAN WORLD RELIEF
2021
Members of St. Paul were busy
providing quilts and kits this
year. Judy Peters sewed 17 quilts
and Mallory Steele assembled 33
personal hygiene kits and 25
school backpacks. Deb Schroeder,
Betty Clemens and ladies from the
Washington Zone LWML made 8
fabric kits. Judy Arthurton and
Deb sorted and organized fabric in
Classroom #5. Thank you, ladies
for your mercy work.
LUTHERAN WORLD RELIEF
2022
What can you do in Twenty Two?
Attend LWR workshops. Gather
fabric from Classroom #5 and sew
quilts at home. Visit LWR's Facebook page for inspiration and ideas. Go online and find out how to
make a kit. Refrain from
dropping off any fabric other
than cotton flat sheets. Unneeded fabric takes time to
sort and/or discard, time that
could be spent sewing quilts.
Your donation of time and
talent will make a global impact and will be much appreciated.

January 2022
Sunday, Jan. 2
Sunday, Jan. 9
Sunday, Jan. 16
Sunday, Jan. 23
Sunday, Jan. 30

7:30 AM
Tyson
Elijah
Peyton
Reese
Kendra

10:00 AM
Alison/Charlie
Sam/Ella
Karen/Savannah
Parker/Reid
Alison/Charlie

January
Schedule

7:30 a.m.
Don Veasman
Richard Krenning
Tony Marquardt
Dale Rosenkoetter
Ken Schmidt

Martha Bemis
Irene Hoemann
Sarah Schultz
Judy Peters
Sue Steele

10 a.m.
Dan Lohmeyer
Zackery Lauderdale
Carl Dewert
Darrin Lohmeyer
Josh Meyer

18

St. Paul Lutheran Church
208 W. Springfield Ave.
Union, MO 63084-1757
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Please notify the church
of your address changes
as soon as possible.

Bible Class and Sunday School: 8:45 a.m.
Church Phone: (636) 583-2209
Church Fax:
(636) 583-1155
E-mail: secretarystpaulhp@outlook.com
Web Site: www.inunionwithchrist.org

Staff
Pastor: Mathew Hayter
Vicar: Jake Moore
Preschool Director/Teacher: Malinda Thompson
Teacher Assistant: Krista Tharp
Sunday School Superintendent: Peggy Boyer
Office Secretary: Sue Steele
Financial Secretary: Betty Clemens
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734-625-4483
636-582-0685
636-484-2619
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636-583-2209
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